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Two Reports: Total Deaths and Leading Causes of Death

Commissioners Court Analyst’s Office Harris County Public Health

* Annual Deaths in Harris — * Leading Causes of Death
County Analysis in Harris County

To: Harris County Precinct Two Commissioner Adrian Garcia

From: Katie Short, Director; Amber \'v ed, Chief of Staff and Policy
Director; Wlﬂ Janows] h Analys
cc: Mike Lykes, Kris Banks, and Sco tISp egel .
;)::m, ﬁ;ﬁ E)giths in Harris County, 2010 through 2020 '
e Total deaths by number e Leading causes of death Harris Count
PRIV ARy Pub,llc_llgg!th
Precinct Two Tequested the Commissioners Court's Amalyst's Office (the “Analyst's

Office”) follow-up on the findings of the Annual Deaths in Harris County and the City of
Houston, 2015 through October 2020' memo released on December 10, 2020, and “report
total annual deaths i all of Harris County, including the City of Houston, from January

2010 through December 2020 by 2ge, Tace and ethnicity.” Harris County Leading

[ ] 20 10_2020 E.\mﬁ:al;iﬂ}:-m highlights several nowable tends during the eleven-year period L 2015—2019 Causes of Death Anolysis

Harris County reported 32,727 deaths in 2020, whichi is the greatest number QO]SAQO]Q
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e e oo Preliminary 2020 exploration
566 in 2019 to 691 de. thszZG an increase of f219%
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exceeded 3,000 during 2020: July (3,824); August (3,210); and December (3, osu
M M ~ From 2019 to 2020d.emsmcrensedfou'l—hsnnmt by 46.6% iby 2,627 for
o a e race et nlclt total of 8,267) non-Hispanic Blacks by 22.6% (by 1,5 lzlurallaluiEmSI
) £ 'esm (b 1,393 fo a total of 14,462 and n - Hispanic
T by 2. ot mlﬂflﬁﬂ
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= wm omparmgrmld msh; mnnmr r the L1-year period, eight of the ten ) )

months with the highest number of deaths occurred

e Data from Texas SEX

Department of State e R ST RS
Health Services (DSHS) * Data from CDC Wonder
*2020 COVID data from DSHS
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Total Death Numbers v. Age-Adjusted Rate

Mortality Explanation

Harris County Total Annual Deaths, 2010 - 2020

33,000
Crude and Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates Harris County 2015-2019
30,000
— Crude Mortality Rate Per Age-Adjusted Mortality Rate per
" Average 75 467 Year Total Deaths Population 100,000 Persons 100,000 Persons(95% Confidence Interval)
24,000
. o 2015 25477 4,538,028 5614 716.8(70X7-725.9)
F 21,000
E 2016 25,997 4,589,928 566.4 703.6(694.7\712.4)
E 18,000
g 2017 26,806 4,652,980 576. 700.5(691.94709.2)
E 15,00
§ 2018 27,167 4,698,619 578.2 693.8(685.3£702.2)
= 12,000 23,409
897 22057
2019 26,730 4,713,325 567.1 664.4(65¢.3-672.6)
9,040
Source: CDC Wonders. Age-adjusted to the 2000 standard population. Approved for public distribution. 2021-07-28
6,000
3,000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 FIIE] 2020
Presumed Year of Death

Mote: Death data for 2020 are provisional. Provisional statistics are tabulated based on data that are not yet edited and
may be incomplete. Provided data are subject to change before data are finalized

Source: Texas Death Certificate Data-Prepared by the Texas Department of Szate Health Services, Center for Health
Statistics, date of runc 06,/14/2021.
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Why Adjusting for Age Matters

Mortality Explanation

Age Distribution (Overall and by Race/Ethnicity), Harris County 2019
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Death Numbers vs. Age-Adjusted Rates by Race/Ethnicity

Mortality Explanation

Harris County Deaths by Race/Ethnicity, 2010 - 2020

MHon Hispanic Other Hizpanic Hon Hispanic Black HonHispanic Whize H H H H H
V5000 Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates by Race/Ethnicity, Harris County 2015-2019
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I 1 Age-Adjusted Mortality Rate (per 100K)
o o SopEzZREREREIREsRE e o iR g Source . COC Wonder. For public distnbution: 2021-08-06
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Presumed Year of Death
Mote: Death data for 2020 are provisional. Provisional siatistics are tabulated based on data that are not yet edited and
may be incomplete. Provided data are subject to change before data are finalized.
Source: Texas Death Certificate Data-Prepared by the Texas Departmient of State Health Services, Center for Health
Statistics, date of run: 06/14/2021.
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Crude Child Mortality 1-17 Years by Race/Ethnicity
Harris County 2015-2019

Black
White
Hispanic

Asian/Pacific Islander

0 10 20 30
Crude Mortality Rate (per 100K)
Source:CDC Wonder.For public distnbution: 2021-08-06
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11 Leading Causes of Death Overall

Harris County 2015-2019

Heart Disease

Cancer

Accidents

Cerebrovascular Disease

Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease

Alzheimer's Disease

Diabetes

Septicemia

Kidney Disease

Suicide

Chronic Liver Disease & Cirrhosis
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Total Death (#)
Source:CDC Wonder. For Public Distribution 2021-08-06
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2020 Leading Causes of Death
Harris County 2020

Heart Disease

COVID-19

Accident
Cerebrovascular Disease
Alzheimer's Disease

Diabetes

Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease
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Total Death (#)
Source : DSHS. Distribution not approved. For HCPH Leadership Only. Updated: 2021-08-06
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11 Leading Causes of Death by Gender
Harris County 2015-2019

Arranged by percentage of total deaths
BN Female W Male
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Percentage (%)
Sowrce: GOC Wonder. For Public Distribufion. Updated: 2021-08-05
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Asian/Pacific Islander Black/African American
Heart Disease e 20.5% 23.08%
Cancer 20.39%
Accidents :
Cerebrovascular Diseases NN 7177
Chronic Lower Respiratory Diseases -
Alzheimer's Disease
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Suicide
Diabetes
Kidney Disease
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Homicide
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Suicide N - 2%
Diabetes N 2 0ge
Kidney Disease L RR-TEH
Influenza & Pheumonia | FE2A
Homicide foaam
15 20 25 0 5 10 15 20 25
Percentage (%)
Source:CDC Wonder. For public distribution: 2021-08-06
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6 Leading Causes of Death for Children Ages 1-17 Years
Harris County 2015-2019

6 Leading Causes of Death 1-17 Years, Harris County 2015-2019

Accidents 271

Cancer 178

Homicide 172

Suicide 113

Congenital Malformation

Heart Disease

100 200
Total Death (#)
Source: COC Wonder. For Public Distribution. Updated: 2021-08-06
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Next Steps

Harris County Public Health

1. Expand data analysis on community health indicators relevant to HCPH
services. Produce annual report on mortality and health indicators.

2. Convene an internal mortality taskforce to develop recommendations on
modified HCPH services.
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Harris County Public Health

{Mission} {Vision} {Cornerstone Values}
To promote a healthy and Healthy People, Innovation,

safe community, prevent Healthy Communities, Equity,

iliness and injury, and protect Healthy Harris C -

Harris County residents a Healthy Harris County. ngagement.

throughout their lifespan.

www.hephtx.org
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